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AaMvMlWlMKiJv t o h a v e diiln't mean swear.

MVJOTIy-- , all,"Isaidim- - f ho vas
nknHHRHHtSBfe ore ivelv. of
IwHKMB "Do you A staglSlsBWiBiiiMfelJSSir really think What a

""EPMRSgslljsS'?- - that?" asked answer!
WKiBSPP-?5-?S--5--"'- . Marv. ilnnlit- - Tliw ir
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"I doir

hove von
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Nobodvs crr has ciiulT of :m tiiifi-I-"

t Then we were ralleil. We were young; we were
sjirod; we were ravonoti-- ; we trembled like mi many

hungry young animal-- . We -- .it where we were told
:.t the white covered tabic, that had a -- eantv green
wreath ill the centre ami within it a gla di-- h of
plum preserve-- , that tlirew oxqiii-it- c da-h- e- of uilor
aliout li ' figs and the handful of nut- - in a china

Five gingerbread hor-c- -, --addled and hridled with
white Miliar, spelled Scmaiitlia unerringly. A bin

tip-turooii loomed up mu i fly lint, where, with
sinking heart, I mv-e- lf where wa- - my --tar
olTcring, the celery ?

We had pra-pe- d our napkin-- , when a -- tern "Hem!"
from Mr--. Mother caught our attention, and, -- hamed
at our forgctfulno-s- , we bent our head- - while the
pray haired woman murmured her "Tor what we are
about to rccche," and Seinantha wnndcringlv .

"What doe- - -- he talk 'hout de (!ot at meal time- - for'"'
No time for explanation the plate- - were I icing
pa ed! Dear Heacn, what ha- - become of the --aor
of food since that time? We ate fir- -t to appea-- e keen
lumper: then for the delight of our palate-- .
Presently Mr- -. Mother ro-- e to return a moment after
hearinp the celery and -- ueh a joyou- - -- hout wel-

comed it that I felt 1 wa- - indeed the benefactor
of inv chum- -.

Twice Seinantha ro-- e and reached oer to
replace the fallen -- addle of one of her hor-e- -.

saying "Maeht nieht- -. I'll eat dat hor-- e my-elf- !"

Suddenly a limp, forlorn "Moo-o-!- " --ouudeil
from without, and any one who had ever Iied
on a farm would have recognized at once the
note of protc-- t of di-t- re . Apain, louder,
longer. "Moo-oo-oo- Mr- -. .Mother and daughter
Ilattie looked at each other, and the former explained,
"It's that good for nothiii' Dutchman, at the corner
of the alley, that's pone and pot drunk apain, siip-po-- e,

and" he'- - left that poor cow out in the
yard."

"Und vy shall .she holler uf nobody don't hurt
her?" asked Seinantha.

"She hollers to pet into her stall and her straw bed,"
replied Ilattie.

"Poor thing," said Seinantha. "I voust know all
ilnt tool"

Wc simp, we even coaxed .Mrs. Mother to quaver
a few stanzas about "Thebripht Juniatta, painted quiv-
ers, antelopes, and lipht canoe-,- " and we sent up a
chorus in preat shape. Then stories followed, of
course, Bible stories, too, old Christmas legends.
Mrs. Mother was a Manx woman, and was full of
mystic, ancient tales. The blazing eyes of the little
German girl seemed ready to jump out of her head
with excitement when the tale of the great Angel's
sweep down to earth with the wondrous message to
the Shepherds was ended. She eagerly said she wished
" Dey had caught vim of dem angels" und put himin a
cage, so dey could hav' a goot look at him in de dav
light!"

Then Mrs.Mother told the lovely old story of the hum-
ble birth of the dear Saviour of men, of the gentle,
tired eyes of the oxen and the ass, looking on at the
uivinc aivsierv, anu now in memory 01 nun prec--

night of Christmas
prayer-

eve reverently kneel as if in

Swiftly Scmantha broke in with "What an infernals
hell lie!"

"Well I'm sure!" gasped the narrator.

"Ilow-dareou?- "

exclauui d Ilattie
"'lo -- peak -- o to

an old woman,"
joined in Mary.
" y. how old is

-- he den? Vas she
mad nut me? Vy,
I don' mean nut
tings, only dat vas

up he some vim
told to her. Der
cows couldn't
know to go to der
knees fordatbabv
Christ!"
"Don't mind," I

whispered to our
hostess. "She is
treated so cruelly;
she was never
taught an thing."

Seinantha inter-
rupted here. "If
you please, don'
lie mad nut me; I

vou vill please tell vy
com' down out of de sky anyhow unit
Got alretty, vy was He com' poor instead

rtling silence replaced our bumble jollity,
question, and not a class-lead- er present to

irl flushed, excited, waited for information. I

looked entreatinglv at the life-wo- woman who
headed the table. "With a touch of aierbity, she
stated, "He was the very Son of the God,
and He wanted to --ave the whole Miming hu-

man familv."
"Veil," 'quickly broke in Semaiitha. "y didn't

He do it up dere, or be rich man- - here? Poor
men- - can't saw dere own-eIe- -, you-- t o vv
-- ball He com' at all out of der Heaven- - und vy -- hall
de bea-t-- on der knee- - go. for --eeiup a baby?"

1 felt the exed backward -- hoe of Mr- -. Mother'-chai- r,

and under the table corner I caught at her bard
linger- -. "I'lea-e.o- h, plea-e!- " I breathed "The only
Bible -- he ever --aw wa- - the one her mother snatched
out of her father'- - hand and burnt." Then, dreading
to hae our bright play hour end in black -- ulk-. I

caught at e uaiitha'- - hand- - aero the table, and -- .ml:
"Seinantha. can't you --ee that the greatne . the
glory of Almighty God, would make the poor, -- uffenng
--inning people afraid to approach Him, and tell what
they hail done, and how sorry and sick-heait- they
were, too little, too common "

"Ya ya! I can --ee dat!"
"And the Ioely, loving t'hri-- t iinilcr-too- d. and then

a- - now there were more poor than rich, and He hun-
gered for their love and longed for their -- afety, and

wild
on
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"SHE DANCED AND CAPERED WITH

He knew that if with them and toiled with
them loved and suffered and was deceived and

just exactly as they were, that
would trust Him, and come to Him and love Him
forever, just because they lielieved He

that had a rind as a
field was with the

physical aspects form.
'"'Here I am," he said, graceful and

saurian, but because this skin valise
which I am I hideous the refined eye.

is a shame to put a coating armor
plate on a creature and him
in his efforts to get on in society.

My is at least an thick in the thinnest
snot, while nIoni Tin nole where those Hinmlnvns

ious night, alj the world over, the cattle mid- - appear one would' have to four inches before
arousing my interest. woou pecKers can wear out
their bills on and unless I about their efforts
in public prints I never know that there is
doing."

do not when you are well off," declared
a bull frog that had to the the

And that He might every mid, every pain and
every allliction we know, He came on a rush angels'
wing- -, away from the power and glorv of Heaven,
to Income the feeblest, weakest, most helpless of
God's creatid beings a little baby born in direst
poverty "

"Ach! de goot Got! a big, heart He have,
too und dat baby! I never swear no more.'
But, fraulein, all do same dem cow- - couldn't know-t-

make of de prays, ven de people don't do it der
own selves."

But Mary, Mary was moved by a
spirit wisdom who mistook her for

to cry in a loud voice, "Get guitar.
Ilattie, and let's try that last chorus again."

"Gently cleave ambient air,
Safely back our Master bear."

and the joy of its swing put us all right again.
Then we were gently expelled by our hostess, who

reminded us of double V
came tumbling out into the bitterly cold glory a

night. A lamp with its green paper shade
off, and looking almost bare in conse-
quence, was held high by the old lady, to light us to
the gate, --agging and rope-tie- d.

Down the snowy street wc trotted three abreast.
Hattie living at home now. As we were passing a
high board fence near the corner, there came a sort
of --liding fall against and a sound that was a a
groan, snort, all combined.

Three shriek- - broke from three girl.
We bounded to the gutter, clutched at each other, and
shivered. Mary looked a-- if -- he would faint.
I "Oh, don't!"

Then Seinantha up.
nix- - fraulein. '' - vat dat is!"

"I'll go with J on," I
"Vou -- tay you-- t as I tell you!

to kill dere. I tell you, und you
Now I climb de fence."

'Stay you

anyone comes
veil for de police!

had no gloves o -- he her fingers in
the comer- - of her shawl, then drew back, made a

running jump and caught at the top of the fence,
hung there a moment, -- crapinp her toe-- wildly and
down in -- earch --ome found it, lifted
her.-e- lf up and pecpul over into theenclo-ur- e.

A --trong expm-'o- ii of breath reached us the
--anie moment. "Oh. what was it?" Then a cry-bro-

from lip- -, she looked back at
I'nder the flood of her face was

her eve- - blaed, her throat worked
the i oral bead- - -- prang through the air and lay like
a pink adder on the walk!

One more plain e she gave over there, then hurled
her.-e- lf to the ground, caught each us by a hand,
and in a thrilling voice cried out, " By Got.
it - true! Down on de knees! Down on de knees!
Viiil make de pray-- ; make 'em qvick! qviek! Youst
like de cow over dere makes now!"

QZj,', j I (QZLl Bf Pii-he- il by the power of her command, two
jSl yf'fi 4& 9B I "Q trembling voice- - quavered forth the one side.
TTJ ' V & " "Our Father Who art in Heaven," and the other

rJ i&vVx 7 Jf, Jl Jtyf side, "Je-u- -, Marv, us!" And Seman- -
' y3hc--'Wiut- l ''owed her head and caught at

- , K'tV- - Ofnttfll' word and another.
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ALLIGATOR

Then, -- till holding our hands, she raised us and
-- oftly away, breathing low, "Und I saw it; I

saw it by my own eye-!- "
When'weiKirted. rai-e- d a fore-fing- er and said:

"My stc-f:i(l- -- hall tells me all vat vas in dat Bible
book my mutter burned! Guten nacht, my fraulein!"

Everv real and Pennine thing is in a
certain deprce impre:
truly a heathen that
The cow shortening
her rope by repeat-
ed circuits of the
vard was finally
brought to her
knees, in sighing
surrender hence
Semantha's conver-
sion, and truly in
her case seeing was
believing.

Bob Holland

here.

sive: and lieing
poor child impressionable.
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'gator. "That thick rind is really a good institution.
It prevents your being troubled by mosquitoes with
which this swamp abounds. It also affords yoi
protection from more dangerous but less annoying
enemies.

"For the last ten minutes an Englishman wearing a
loud hunting suit and es has been shooting at
vou from yonder bank. I have counted twenty-tw- o

bullets which struck your hulk and bounded gaily off
into the future. Because of vour despised envelope
the bullets did not even disturb your meditations and
unless that Englishman plants one in your eye, which,
would really be annoying, you are as safe as if you
wen- - in a storage warehouse."

"I will make no more complaints," said the alli-
gator. "My skin not only protects me, but it afford?
amusement to hunters who need target practice."

Moral: Thick skins protect politicians the same way.


